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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 
of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 
 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  
     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun 

     Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 
     Trustee Karine P. Patiño 

 
        Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

     Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 
 

   Absent:   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 
Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 
January 24, 2022 

 
5:30 PM Work Session 

 

1. Project Spreadsheet Review 
 

7pm Regular Meeting 
 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 
 

 Mayor Picinich opened the meeting and asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  She wanted to say that their thoughts are with the Albanese family who lost 
Pasquale last week.  He was a man who symbolized the American dream; he left Salerno 

to come to Mount Kisco to find opportunity, which they did.  
 

Oath of Office – Fire Commissioner 
  

Mayor Picinich administered an oath of office to Michael Lasner as Fire 
Commissioner. 

 

Swearing in- Library Trustees 
  

Mayor Picinich administered oaths of office to John Deyle and Meighan Gallagher 
as Library Trustees.  

 
Presentation – Carl Widmer, Drescher & Malecki – 2021 Audit 

 
Carl Widmer of Drescher & Malecki presented the following: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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Presentation- Susan Rabold, Cityscape 

 
Susan Rabold of Cityscape presented the following: 
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There was some discussion amongst the Board and Ms. Rabold in regards to the 
locations and infrastructure needed in Mount Kisco as well as where the need is within 

the Village.  There was also discussion in regards to the different sites that are available 
to Mount Kisco, what other options exist for the tower that is necessary to provide 

coverage in the Village, and discussion on modification of the existing code.  

 
Presentation – Project Alliance 

 
 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Village of Mount Kisco has a working 

relationship with the Westchester County Police and Trustee Patiño had the opportunity 
to work on the Reinvention and Reimagining Task Force.  Through the work of the Task 

Force, there were many opportunities identified for a variety of areas where there can be 
improvement in public safety and dealing with folks with different needs.    

 

Trustee Patiño began by saying that one of the points of discussion that was a 
priority for everyone was how to respond to and addressing mental health.  Project 

Alliance was a program introduced to the Task Force, and so she is excited to hear how 
this program might be able to help Mount Kisco and their residents.  

 
 Sergeant Dress of the Westchester County Police Department began by thanking 

the Board for the opportunity to speak about the Community Resource Officer Proposal 
and partnership with the Westchester County Department of Community Mental Health 

with Project Alliance.  This is a first mental health - first responder model that they hope 

will be a great resource in the future.   Project Alliance focuses on the mental and 
behavioral health support working closely with law enforcement to meet the needs of 
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residents and law enforcement.  The goal is to create a local crisis response team 

tailored to meet the needs of each municipality as well as educate to avoid crisis when 
able.  There was some discussion amongst the Board with the representatives of the 

Westchester County Department of Mental Health in regards to specifics of the program 

and expectations and implementation of the program, but the Board looks forward to 
this being a positive resource in the future. 

 
1) Communications: 

 
2) Petitions: None. 

 
3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
 

a. Water report 
 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of 
December was 35.3 million gallons for a daily average of about 1.14 million gallons per 

day.  This is slightly lower than daily average for October and November.  The wells at 
Leonard Park were used and produced about 4 million gallons of total water production 

for the month.   Byram Lake began and ended the month at 99% capacity.  

 
b. School Tax Reminder 

 
Mr. Brancati reminded residents that school taxes were due by January 31st 

without penalty.  Taxes can be paid in the Office of the Receiver of Taxes, online at 
www.mountkiscony.gov, or by mail directly to the lockbox address on your tax bill.  

 
c. Grant Award Announcement (CDBG, WQIP) 

 

Mr. Brancati advised the Board and residents that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
was awarded $200,000 through the CDBG program for our Maple Avenue Water Main 

Replacement and Streetscape project and $200,000 for the water main that needs to be 
replaced on Dakin and Highland.  He continued to say that through the Water Quality 

Improvement Program the Village/Town of Mount Kisco was awarded $5 million to put 
towards the upgrades of the Saw Mill River Sewer Pump Station and the replacement of 

the Branch Brook Sewer Trunk Line.  
 

Mayor Picinich wanted to jump ahead on the agenda to allow Mr. Pinsky to speak 

on new business in regards to the incorporation of the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire 
Department as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit entity.  

 
Mr. Pinsky advised the Board that he has been working with the four companies 

and the fire department on bylaws and one thing they discovered is that the department 
is not formally incorporated.  As a result, it opens itself up when acting as the 

department to liability.  
 

Mr. Singleton had some questions in regards to the language of the agreement and 

other aspects of the incorporation prior to resolving this Board to approve this 
incorporation.  

 
7) f.  Resolution – Incorporation of Fire House 

 
  A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

approve the incorporation of the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department; all in favor: 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting January 24, 2022 12 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

5) Board Reports: 
 

Deputy Mayor Abzun began by saying she noticed that the solid waste bill versus 
the organic food scrap charges to the Village.  She explained the prices per ton and the 

differences between the two.  She advised residents that if they participate in the food 
scrap program it is up to each individual to bring those food scraps to the DPW yard and 

that could be challenging.  She suggested an informal pickup plan to residents to think 

about for those who wanted to participate in this program, which is a great way to help 
the environment and engage with neighbors for the betterment of the community. 

Deputy Mayor Abzun continued by asking drivers to slow down when driving in town.  
She notes that Mount Kisco has many pedestrians and cross walks with very busy 

intersections, and although these crosswalks are marked and lighted with walking 
signals, it is still extremely difficult for pedestrians to cross safely.  She asked everyone 

to take it slow and remember to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks throughout town.  
 

Trustee Bianchi did not have a report at this time.  

 
Trustee Patiño began by saying that she agreed that we all need to be more aware 

of pedestrians when driving and staying alert.  She also mentioned that the ice makes it 
difficult for people to walk on the sidewalks and asked homeowners to make sure their 

sidewalks are clear for those residents who walk around town.  She also wanted to 
announce a new non-profit organization, Working for Parents Inc., based out of 

Westchester which is a resource for parents looking for support with unemployment or 
financial issues.  The program assists the parent through workshops for job preparation 

and other seminars, and then matches them with job opportunities and networks. 

Participants are also given gift cards and stipends to support basic needs.  Trustee 
Patiño also wanted to advise residents that Neighbors Link published in-person ESL is 

starting back up for anyone who needs these services.  Trustee Patiño mentioned that 
she would share some events on her Facebook page, and also wanted to invite any 

creative residents to participate in a creative series at Mimi’s Coffee Shop in support of 
Women Unite.  Trustee Patiño reminded everyone to continue to shop local to support 

local businesses.  
 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that as of today there are 236 active Covid cases in 

the Village; over the weekend 16 new positive cases were reported.  We are seeing 
these numbers decline largely due to the good work everyone has been doing in our 

community, but she urged anyone who has not yet been vaccinated to do so.  She went 
on to make residents aware that if they are having difficulty paying utilities due to 

Covid-19 there is relief available if you contact the Westchester County Department of 
Social Services.  She also wanted to make residents aware that the Bedford Central 

School District is looking at a capital bond that would be on the ballot in November.  This 
is something that everyone should pay attention to and will have the opportunity to vote 

on.   

 
 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 
a. Tax Settlement – 252 Main Street 
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A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee 

Bianchi to accept the tax settlement for 252 Main Street as follows subject to final 
review by the Village Attorney: 

 

Village Proceedings: 
 

Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 
2018   $268,000 $228,250   $39,750 

2019   $268,000 $216,425   $51,575 
2020   $268,000 $204,875   $63,125 

2021   $268,000 $205,700   $62,300 
 

Town Proceedings: 

 
Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 

2018   $511,000 $447,425   $63,575 
2019   $511,000 $431,200   $79,800 

2020   $511,000 $433,950   $77,050 
2021   $450,000 $440,000   $10,000 

 
 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

    
 

b. Authorize Village Manager to sign agreement with Westchester County – 
Bus Shelters 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee 
Bianchi to authorize the Village Manager to sign the agreement with Westchester County 

regarding bus shelters as amended; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 
 

c. Recommendation of No Award for Contract 2021-05 - Saw Mill River 
Sewer Pump Station Upgrades 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Patiño and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

make no award for Contract 2021-05 for the upgrade to the Saw Mill River Sewer Pump 
Station and to rebid the project; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
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d. Authorize Village Manager to sign Agreement with North East Westchester 

Special Recreation, Inc. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to authorize the Village Manager to sign the agreement with North East Westchester 
Special Recreation, Inc.; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 

 
e. Resolution – Hazard Mitigation 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Abzun to adopt the following resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE 

2022 WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE 

 
WHEREAS, all jurisdictions within Westchester County have exposure to natural hazards 

that increase the risk to life, property, environment, and the County and local economy; 
and  

WHEREAS; pro-active mitigation of known hazards before a disaster event can reduce 
or eliminate long-term risk to life and property; and  

WHEREAS, The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) established new 

requirements for pre and post disaster hazard mitigation programs; and  
WHEREAS; a coalition of Westchester County municipalities with like planning 

objectives has been formed to pool resources and create consistent mitigation strategies 
within Westchester County; and  

WHEREAS, the coalition has completed a planning process that engages the public, 
assesses the risk and vulnerability to the impacts of natural hazards, develops a 

mitigation strategy consistent with a set of uniform goals and objectives, and creates a 
plan for implementing, evaluating and revising this strategy;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco: 

1. Adopts in its entirety, the 2022 Westchester County Hazard Mitigation Plan (the 
“Plan”) as the jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to 

execute the actions identified in the Plan that pertain to this jurisdiction. 
2. Will use the adopted and approved portions of the Plan to guide pre- and post-

disaster mitigation of the hazards identified. 
3. Will coordinate the strategies identified in the Plan with other planning programs 

and mechanisms under its jurisdictional authority. 
4. Will continue its support of the Mitigation Planning Committee as described within 

the Plan. 

5. Will help to promote and support the mitigation successes of all participants in 
this Plan. 

6. Will incorporate mitigation planning as an integral component of government and 
partner operations. 

7. Will provide an update of the Plan in conjunction with the County no less than 
every five years. 

 All in favor:  
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 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
 

 
8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to pay the bills as submitted on January 21, 2022 for the months of November and 
December 2021 as follows: 

 

General Fund      $ 320,385.60 
Water Fund      $ 118,256.45 

Sewer Fund      $   13,572.98 
Library Fund      $   55,563.69    

Capital Fund      $ 295,613.17 
Trust Fund      $     3,118.23 

    TOTAL   $ 806,510.12 
 

 All in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 
 

9) Minutes-  

 
a. VB Special Meeting 11.22.2021 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

approve the minutes for November 22, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 
 

b. VB Meeting 12.06.2021 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee 
Bianchi to approve the minutes for December 6, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

    Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
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c. VB Meeting 12.20.2021 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño 

to approve the minutes for December 20, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 
 

d. VB Meeting 1.3.2022 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

approve the minutes for January 3, 2022 as submitted; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

 
 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 
 

11) Public Comment:  
 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 
Mr. John Stockbridge began by thanking them for staying up this late and 

allowing him to speak.  He wanted to speak about open space and preservation of open 
space in Mount Kisco.  He is on the Board at the Marsh Sanctuary, and as stewards of 

the Marsh Sanctuary, one of the largest open spaces in Mount Kisco, one thing that is 
very clear is that the vision the Village has definitely supports and encourages green 

space for the enjoyment of our citizens.  He thinks one of the other things that is 
remarkable, and should be said, is that the website that the Village has for the Natural 

Resource Inventory and Conservation Advisory Council is phenomenal and is an 

incredible study.  Clearly, it has the feel and image that the preservation of open space 
is important.  What his groups wants to do is work together with the Village to preserve 

open space.  He thinks that observation of the vision the Village has leads to a request 
that they would like the Village Board to be open to discussion at the next meeting with 

Marsh and other interested members of the community, if they know to come, and he 
thinks that it is reasonably critical.  He mentioned that he submitted an article to each of 

the Board members, which says that the Marsh Sanctuary is only minutes from the 
bustle of Mount Kisco, yet once inside its peaceful borders, it seems almost another 

world.  That is the way he feels about the importance of open space and they want to 

talk about how they might be able to help increase that.  He thinks the dialogue would 
be very important and it is clear that everyone agrees that open space is important.  He 

made the request to be put onto the next agenda or whenever possible.  
   

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 
the regular meeting at 10:09 pm.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 
       Village Manager 

/lh 


